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Measure for Measure
By William Shakespeare

A message from the director

I welcome you to this dark and funny play, Measure for Measure, by
William Shakespeare. As a young actor I had the opportunity to per-
form in a production of Measure for Measure, and I was moved by the
characters as they struggled for self –discovery. I vowed I would do
the play again.  I thank my talented cast and crew of the UBC Theatre
Program for helping me tell this wonderful story. The play contains many
themes, rich language, and complex characters “… but none half so
good as mercy does”. It has been both a challenge and delight to
explore and bring this play to life; enjoy.

Synopsis

Vincentio, Duke of Vienna, disengages from society in hopes that
the neglected laws will be reinforced; he passes the rule onto Angelo.
Angelo clamps down on the society of Vienna by arresting Claudio
for getting his betrothed, Juliet, pregnant--an offense that is punish-
able by death.

Isabella, Claudio’s sister, a potential novice in a religious order,
comes to plead to Angelo for the release of her brother; he tells her to
come back the next day. Isabella returns to Angelo and he tells her
that if she were his mistress, Claudio will be free. Horrified, she returns
to Claudio, who entreats her to give into Angelo’s lust.  She refuses;
the Duke disguised as a Friar steps out of the shadows and presents
the substitution plan which is that Mariana, who was once spurned
by Angelo, take her place.

Mariana accepts the plan; Angelo, has his way with her, and
reneges on the deal by putting Claudio to death. This sentence is
intervened by the Provost and the friar/Duke. The Duke returns as him-
self, Angelo is revealed and is ordered to marry Mariana, Claudio is
revealed and is joined with Juliet, and the Duke confesses his feelings
to Isabella.

Gerry Mackay
Director
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Canada’s National Voice Intensive, under
the direction of David Smukler, is a five-
week program designed for professional
actors (stage and screen), other perform-
ing artists, voice teachers, and advanced students. The Voice Intensive faculty has, for eighteen
years, continuously refined its approach to the performer’s work.  For more information, go to the
website at www.theatre.ubc.ca/vi or call the Voice Intensive at 604-822-3093 for a brochure.

Ian Pratt to be inducted into the British Columbia
Entertainment Hall of Fame

The Department of Theatre , Film and Creative Writing  congratulates Mr. Ian
Pratt on his induction into the BC Entertainment Hall of Fame.  Ian has been
a faculty member, technical director and a pioneer in the development of
policy surrounding safe work environments for theatres in Canada.  His
extraordinary abilities have helped countless students develop into world
class theatre professionals, and he has been instrumental in the success of

projects like the Vancouver International Children’s Festival.  Theatre at UBC
is very pleased that the professional community  is  honouring Ian’s many contributions to
Theatre.  Congratulations Ian, on your much deserved recognition.

Located just across the street
in the Graduate Student Centre.
Open before & after the show.

absolut theatre co.
presents

a multi-media play
written and

performed by
S.Siobhan McCarthy

Lighting and design
By Sheena Ross

November 15-20, Scotiabank Dance Centre  Tickets $5-$15 at
ticketstonight.ca     More information:www.whoareyoucallingcrazy.com
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